[Analysis of left ventricular pulsus alternans in hypertrophic cardiomyopathy].
We analyzed left ventricular (LV) pulsus alternans in 49 patients with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy during cardiac catheterization. LV pulsus alternans was noted in 6 of 17 patients with hypertrophic obstructive cardiomyopathy, 5 of whom already showed intraventricular pressure gradient at rest. No patient with hypertrophic non-obstructive cardiomyopathy had LV pulsus alternans. Pulsus alternans was neither observed in the right ventricle nor in the pulmonary artery. There was little, if any, pulsus alternans in a low pressure LV chamber (subaortic portion) and peripheral artery during LV pulsus alternans in a high pressure chamber. LV end-diastolic pressure also remained unchanged during LV pulsus alternans, except in one case. It is suggested that LV pulsus alternans in hypertrophic obstructive cardiomyopathy may imply LV dysfunction associated with increased afterload.